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. in E Reception fo many flying Papers have met with from the Publick, is an Effect of 
| that Inquifitive Genius peckliar to the Britifh Nation. The Indulgence of the Prefs to 
a decent Freedom of Enquiry, muft naturally enoran? Some to gratify the Curiofity , and 
improve the Tafte of the People. Fence we fee Morals, Wit and Politicks retaild, thé 
Paffions are reform'd, the Imagination pF ae p08 refind, and juft Notions of thé Li- 
berties of Mankind hablif d Thefe Advantages have hitherto been furnifh'd only from 
the Product of this Country; but the Demands of the Publick call for Additional Supplies. 
We have therefore, with great Diftculty and Expence , fettled a Corre/pondence with the 
Commonwealth of Learning abroad, and undertaken to import the Growth of Foreign Parts. 
We fhall plead then the Privilege of a late A@, to Naturalize the moft Curious Pieces of 
Eloquence, Differtations, Effays, Critical Remarks, &c. and take Notice of fuch Books as 
would otherwife efcape the Obfervation of the Studious. In a word, The Reader may ex- 
pect to find a very Early Account of whatever the Learned World fhall be pleas’d to Commu- 











nicate relating to Arts and Sciences. 


E have received from Germany Five 
Differtations,Entitled, iffoire deBi- 
leam. Renards de Samfon. Machotre d’ ane. 
Corbeaus d Elie, Antechrif#. ‘That is, 
The Hiftory of Balaam. Samfon’s 
Foxes. The Faw-bone of an Afs. Elijah’s 
Ravens. Antichriff. The firft is afcribed 
to a Gentleman of that Countrey, Fa- 
mous for his Univerfal Knowledge ; and 
the Others, to a Learned Member of the 
Univerfity of He/mftad. We are inform’d 
that fome few Copies only have been 
printed in French at the defire of a great 
'Princefs. Thefe Differtations are hard- 
ly known in England ; and therefore we 
prefume they will not be unacceptable 
to the Reader. 


I. 
A DISSERTATION concerning 
the Hiftory of Balaam. 


HE MIfraelites, after their Departur® 
, out of Egypt, under the Condua of 


Mofes , arriv’d at the Borders of the 
Edomites, and demanded Paffage thro’ their 
Countrey to the Land of Promife. ‘Bur the 





Edomites refus'd them, and made fo Vigorous 
an Oppofition, that Ado/és judg’d it convenient 
to make a Tour about their Territories. The 
March indeed was long ; but then it ifiar’d 
them to the Fatigues and Difcipline of War. 
For in their Way , they made a Conguett of 
the feveral Petty Kings of Arad, Hefhbon, and 

Bafhan. Numb. Ch. 21. po 
They continued their March, and encamp’d 
upon the Frontiers of the Moabites ; who foon 
took the Alarm, with all the Neighbouring 
Princes of the Midianites.. Difpatches were 
fent for Balsam, a famous ‘Magician at that 
time, refiding in the Eafern Mountains of A- 
ram. Ch. 22. and 23. He was defir’d to come 
and furvey the Péople of Ifraeb from the 
Heights of Moab, in orderto praaife his En- 
chantments, and vent his Impregations ; 
which, according to the Opinion of that Age, 
could effeQually involve a whole Nation in 
Ruin. Balaam always povern’d himfelt’ by 
Dreams ; and therefore defir'd the Meflefigers 
to wait the Refule of the Revelations he was 
to receive at Night. His. Dream. imported, 
That God had charg’d him not to comply 
with their Requeft. The Meffengerts being 
return’d with this Anfwer, Balak fent other 
Princes of Higher Dignity; to renew their In- 
ftances with -~ ipor. wear 336 
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14 
‘ts the Intelligence of the Night, v.19. Ch, 22. 
— God allows if the Liberty to go - es 
particularly enjoins him not to ad “e _ 
Inftru@ions. That isto fay , this was the . 
terpretation of his Dream , according 5 _ 
Rules of his Art. On the Morrow then . 
departs with the Princes of Moab ; ne - t 
Road he falls into another Vifion, whic) was 


to be a Prefage of every thing that fhould 


happen. This was the Vifion of ‘his Advens. 
ture with the Angel and the Afs. . 

By the Circumftances_of the Story, ¢ ey 
were fome Days upon the Road. Now irs 
natural for Travellers to dream of the Profe- 
cution of their Journey. Accordingly Ba- 
laam dreamt in the Night, That he was on 
the Road mounted upon his Afs; which 
ona fudden ftop’d fhort to go another way Oc, 
For it is plain, he travell’d by Day in Com- 
any with the Princes of Moab; whereas in 
this Vifion, he had only the Afs, and Two Ser- 
vants for his whole-Retinue: But when his 
Dream is out, we find him again Riding in 
Cavalcade with the Envoys from the King of 
Moab. This Difference therefore, plainly dif- 
covers, that his Journey by himfelf was only 
in Idea. Befides , it’s very remarkable , that 
God gives him Leave to go, v, 20. and yet 
in the 22. Ver. ‘tis faid, God's Anger was kind- 
led. againft him. The Reafon is this: Balaam 
was not upright in his Intentions, but cor- 
rupted into a Compliance by the great Pro- 
mifes Balak had made. In a Perplexity of 
Mind, refulting from the Apprehenfions of his 
Confcience, he is feiz’d. with this Threatning 
Vifion’of an Angel of the Lord, with hisSword 
drawn, ready to deftroy him: And by the Se- 
quel it appears , this Vilion was a Lively Re- 


prefentation of what happen’d afterwards, 


Upon. which Account, it’s probable, Ado/es 
thought it worthy of Record. 

In this Allegorical Vifion, the Afs reprefents 
Balaam himfelf , who is f{purr'd on by Ba/gk, 
as the Afs is by his Mafter. The Afs was like 
the Prophet; for fhe faw the Angel of the 
Lord Oppofing the Will of her Mafter ; while 
himfelf faw nothing of the Matter: In which 
he reprefents King Balak, who was perfealy 
ignorant of the Defign and Will of God. 
The Afs feeing the Obftruction in her way, 
made fome Efforts to avoid the Sight; for 
which fhe was roughly usd by her Matter : 
In like manner, he himfelf boggles at the 
Demands of the King; who therefore brow- 
beats and infults him. Ch.23. The Struggles 
of the poor Afs to go out of the way, for fear 
of the Angel’s Sword, denoted, that the Pro- 
phet being mindful of the Warning he had re- 
ceiv'd , would ac quite contrary co the Re- 

ueft of Balak, and pronounce Bleflings in- 
fread of Curfes. The AfS, to avoid the Pre- 
fence of the Angel, crufh’d her Matfter’s Foot 
againft the Wall: This prefigur’'d, thac the 
Prophet, not being able any longer to con- 
ceal his Mind, expos'd himfelf to the Difplea- 
fure and Refentment of the Prince. Ace laft, 
the Afs expoftulated with her Mafter ; and his 
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Eyes being open’d, he faw the Angel : Whick 
fignifies, thac the Prophet in the Conclufion 
dealt plainly with the King ;. reprefented the 
whole Matter to him, without any Colour or 
Referve ; and gave him to underftand, thae 
Imprecations could have no Influence ; That 
God had blefs’d the People , whom he wou’d 
have curs'd. Ch. 24. Befides, the Anger of 
the Lord againft Balaam,and the Threatnifig of 
the Angel who held the Naked Sword, men- 
tion'd in this Prophetick Dream, were both 
accomplifh’d in the Event. The Angel repre. 
fents Phineas, the Son of Eleazar the High- 
Prieft., who caus’d Balaam to be flain, Cd. 31. 
For this Prophet was very much out in his Are ; 
and did not divine he fhould meet with fuch a 
Fate: He thought he had fully executed his 
Commiflion , by.Subftituting Solemn Bleffings 
in the room of Curfes ; at the fame time ima- 
gining, that it was Lawful to procure the- 
Royal Bounty and Favour, by laying afide his 
Character of a Prophet for that, of a Privy- 
Counfellor; which he wickedly. affum’d, to 
infufe fuch Advices into the King, as wou’d 
have provd Deftrudtive to the I/raelites, if Mo- 
ses had not defeated the Defign, by the Inter- 
pofition of a Superior Power. 

Mofes, it feems, look’d upon Balaam as an 
Adverfary of fome'Figure, and judg’d his De- 
{tiny worthy to.be .tranfmitced to Pofterity ; 
though he has not thought fit to take.any no- 
tice of Fambres and ome > Egyptian Sorce- 
rers at that time,. whofe Names however have 
been preferv’d by other Hiftorians , and were 
known in fome Meafure to the Greeks, as ap- 
pears by a Pafflage in Pliny. 

The Conclufion of Balaam’s laft Prophefy is 
very remarkable, and would incline one to be- 
lieve that he was fometimes influenc’d by the 
Divine Spirit. He feems to predict the Expe- 
dition of Alexander the Great into the Eajt, and 
the Overthrow of the Empire founded by the 
Affyrians and Perfians. For, fays he,(if he was 
the Perfon that fpoke it,)Ships fhall come from 
Chittim; that is, from Greece, and not from Ita- 
ly, as fome have thought ; and they fhall de- 
{troy Afhur and Heber. Now Afbur fignifies the 
Affyrians, and Heber many neighbouring Nati- 
ons: For in the 1oth Chapter of Genefis,V, 21. 
Shem is call’d the Father of all the Children of 
Heber, And that Alexander is the Perfon point- 
ed at, appears by what follows, where ir is 
faid, that the Leader of thofe who come from 
Chittim, after the overthrow of the Ea/, fhall 
perifh in a fhort time. 





II. 


A DISSERTATION, concerning 
Samfon’s Foxes. 


AMSON, the brave and Heroick Leader 

of the J/raclites, being exafperated by the 
Philiftines, meditated a juft Revenge. But his 
Indignation did not precipitate the. Execution 
, of 
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of his Defigns: He ftay’d ‘all Harvett-time, 
thinking that the Deftruction of their Corn 
would be the greateft Calamity he could ex- 
pofe them to, for the Affront he had received. 
When he obferv’d, chat the Pdiliftines had put 
together all their Sheaves, and made Three 
hundred Shocks, he form’d a Stratagem to burn 
them, and took the Advantage of the Night to 
prevent difcovery. This Adventure did not 
depend fo much upon his greac Strength as his 
Prudence , Courage , and Difpatch. I need 
not enquire whether he had wich him any 
Friends or Servants, fince he wanted no help 
on fuch an Occafion. He found Three hun- 
dred Shocks of Corn in the Fields, which could 
not be fet on fire one after another, without a 
lofs of Time, and the danger of a Difcovery. 
To make the Game fure , he judgd it neceffa- 
ry tolay cwoSheaves atlength upon the Ground, 
to make a Communication between every two 
Shocks ; and then he put fome other Combutti- 
ble Matter between the Two Sheaves, fuch as 
Flax, Hemp, ec. which he could eafily carry 
with him into the Fields. The Execution 
might eafily be made without any lofs of 
Time: The whole Parade was accordingly 
finifh’d with great Expedition, under covert of 
the Night, without giving the Pdiliffines the 
leaft Jealoufy of his Contrivance. 

At laft, every thing being ready, he refo- 
lutely took the Fire, which ‘till then lay con- 
ceal'd, and touch’d the combutftible Matter in 
the middle of the Two Sheaves, and fo pofted 
through all the Fields, where he had join’d the 
Shocks together. This he effected with fo 
much good Order, Cunning, and Difpatch, 
that all the Heaps of Corn were inftantly re- 
duc’d to Afhes. 

This is the Conflagration which Samfon ac- 
complifh’d, without being obferv’d by the PAi- 
liftines. The Fire, fann’d by the Wind, foon 
blaz'd all round,and overflow’d the neighbour- 
ing Fields, confuming the ftanding Corn, the 
Vineyards, and the Olives. 

This is the Stratagem fo artfully contriv’d and 
carried on by Sam/fon , who without any Diffi- 
culty or Difcovery involv’d a whole Harveft in 
a Flame. 

_ Hence it appears very evident, that Sam/on, 
who was a Warrior, not a Sportfman, did not 
undergo the Fatigue of chafing Foxes , but 
dire@ly ateack’d the Magazines of his Enemies ; 
did not unkennel Three hundred Beafts,but on- 
ly found fo many Shocks of Corn. He did 
not tye Three hundred Tails, but only join’d 
fo many Sheaves together. What has mifled 
{nterpreters has been the cuftom of the anci- 
ent Fews, who always affected the Hierogli- 
phical or Myftical Senfe in Words of an equi- 


vocal Signification. In this Story they infinu- 
ated tothe Reader, that Samfon had deceiv'd 
his Enemies, whd before had been too cunning 
for him, by tampering with his Wife. This 
gave Octation tothe faying , Sum/on purfued 
the Foxes ; thatisto fay, he reveng’d himfelf 
with great Damage to the Pdilijtines. They 
conceal’d this Thought under the Ambiguity 
of the word Schualim, inttead of Schoalim,which 
properly fignifies Sheaves. For Words muft be 
explain’d according to the Subject, Scope, and 
Series of the Difcourfe. Ie is obfervable roo, 
that che word Sanab, which we tranflate- Tail; 
through the whole Tenor of the Fewifh Law 
fignifies the urmoft Part of any thing wharfo- 
ever. For Example, If a Garden had Five 
Trees, by the Law of the Fews, the fifth and 
laft is always call’d Sanab. So the laft Sheaf of 
a whole Shock was call’d Sanab, the Tail, by a 
Figure very agreeable co the Genius of the 
Fewifh Language. ’ 

No wonder therefore Interpreters have noe 
hic upon the real Matter of Fact, when they 
did not apprehend the Defign of the Ancients. 
They Fatigue themfelves in chafing the poor 
Foxes, and bringing them by whole Dreves to 
Samfon. Buc all the while they are ae a lofs 
to know when and how he {urpriz’d’em, where 
he kept and maintain’d them ’till Occafion 
ferv'd: In a word, how he could enchant fo 
many favage Beafts, and make them follow 
him to the place appointed. What an Alarm 
muft this have given to the whole Countrey ? 
The Pili stines would foon have been upon him, 
and quafh'd his Enterprize. Not to mention 
the ftrange Adventure of tying their Tails to- 
gether, and in a number no lefs than juft Three 
hundred. Befides, how could they move on 
with Fire at their Tails, and yet preferve their 
Drags from being in a Flame? How would 
this have embarrafs'd and retarded their March 
in the moft critical and dangerous Junéture ? 

Interpreters have undergone more drudgery 
and fatigue to provide Sam/fon with Foxes , 
than he himfelf would have fuffer’d, if he had 
attempted to furprize em in a Hundred diftant 
Coverts. 

To conclude, there was no need to maintain 
a whole Army of wild Beatts, fince the Pru- 
dent Captain, without fuch an impraéticable 
Method, cou’d in a trice have reduc’d to Afhes 
the Harveft of the Philiftines, and that with no 
other Advantage than the Affiftance of his own 
Hands, and a Two-penny Flambeau. Let the 
Foxes then be for ever condemn’d to their Ken- 
nels, with all the Rubbifh of Commentators 
not much better acquainted with the ancient 
Cuftoms of the Fews. 





CAGLIARI. 
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CAGLIARI. 


nore Ra, Canon of this City, is writing the 

. Hiftory of Sardinia, which he defigns to pub- 

lith with this Title; Sardinia Sacra & Profana. He 
printed at Florence, a Year ago, a Curious Differtation, 
entitled, BAMMA Saediviaxsy , Tinfbura Sardiniaca, 
Differtatio. AuGore D, Joanne Paulo Nurra Calaritano Fu- 


rifconfulto, Patria Ecclifie Camonice. 


PALERMO. 


uruftin Inveger, Author of the Annals of 
1 p- Rang “ Three Volumes, and of another Work 
entitled, Cartagine Siciliana, has left behind him the An- 
nals of Sicily, which will be fhortly publifh’d. In the 
mean time, Dom Michael de Fudice has put out an Intro- 
duétion to the Hiftory of Sicily, written by the fame 
Father. . 
Ad Annales Siculos praliminaru Apparatus; im quo de Si- 
cule Hiftoria Dignitate, Antiquitate, & Scriptornm Praftan- 
tis ac Numero fuf? differitur, Aultore Sac. D. Augustino In- 
weges, Nobili Saccenfi. Opus Pofthumum, &c. 1709. 4to. 
The Editor, in his Remarks upon this Introduétion, 
mentions a very Valuable Book, written by Father John 
Andrew Maffa, aJetuit ; the Impreflion whereof has been 
ftopp’d by the Death of the Author. ‘Tis a Colle¢tion 
of Learned Enquiries. The Manufcript is divided into 
Four Parts, he Firft treats of the Cities, and other 
Places of Sicily, which have been deftroy’d. The Se- 
cond concerns thofe Places that remain to this Day. In 
the Third, Father Mafs defcribes the Mountains, Ca- 
verns , Promontories, Creeks, Ports, Shores, Rivers, 
Fountains, Marfhes, Lakes, Sands, Peninfula’s, and ad- 
jacent Ilands of Sicily. The Fourth Part contains what 
the Author calls the Natural, Artificial, Political, Pro- 
phane, and Sacred Prerogatives of Sicily, under thefe feves 
ral Heads. 1. Sicily, Celebrated by Ancient Authors. 
2. The Names of Sicily. 3. Its Situation. 4. Its Sepa- 
ration from Italy. 5. Its Breadth , Length, and Mea- 
fures. 6. Its Figure. 7. Its Fertility. 8. Its Wonders. 
9. Its Divifion. 10. An Enumeration of the Inhabitants, 
11. What Things have been invented init. 12. The 
Wit and Induftry of the Sicilians. 13. The Nobility of 
Sicily, 14. Politicks. 4s. Fables. 16. Idolatry , and 
Superftitious Praftices. 17. Chriftian Piety. 18. Earth- 
quakes; particularly thofe which happen’d in the Year 


1693. 
ROME. 
HE Abbot Bernini, Son of the Famous Cavalier 


Bernini, goes on with his General Hiftery of Herefies, 


confifting of feveral Volumes in Folio, written in Ita- 
lian. The Fourth Volume is publifh’d. 

M. Fignoli has put out a Defcription of old Coins 
ftamp’d at Rome under the Government of the Roman 
Pontiffs. 

Antiquiores Pontificum Romanorum Denarii, nanc primum 
inlucem editi, noti{que iduftrati. Roma, in 4to. pagg 65. 

The firft Coin, that appears in this Tra&, is that of 
Hadrian 1. Ele&ted in the Year DCCLXXII._ The laft 
belongs to Benedi@ VII. raifed to the Pontifical Chair in 
DCCCCLXXV. There are none from this Pope’s Reign 
to that of Clement V. which the Author afcribes particu- 
larly to the deplorable State of the Church of Rome in 
thofe Times. M Vignoli fets down, in the firft place, rhe 
Year of each Pope's Ele&ion and Death, mentioning the 
Emperors who Reigned at the fame time ; and then adds 
the Figures of the Coins neatly engraved, with a fhort 
Explication. He pretends to prove from thofe Coins 
that the Senate and People of Rome were never fubje& to 
the Kings of France, or the Wifern Emperors ; and this 
feems to be the chief Defign of his Work. 

In the Coins ftamp’d under Stephen IV St. Paul has a 
more honourable Place affign’d him than Se. Peter ; which 
may likewile be obferved in the Popes Bulls. The Author 
rakes notice that Charlemagne was not tke firft Prince, 


who made ufe of a Monogram, and refutes M. Je Blane, 
who fays in his Traite hiftorique des Monnoies de France, 
that this Emperor ufed that compendious Mark for his 
Name, becaufe he could not write. He alfo thews that 
the fame Author hath falfly afcribed to the Emperors fe- 
veral Coins of the Popes, for want of underitanding 
their Monegram:. If we believe M. Vignoli, Pope Leo UL 
and fome of his Succeffors, ftamp’d the Name of Charles 
magne upon their Coins, not as an Acknowledgement of 
his Supreme Authority, but as an Inftance ot Refpe& 
paid to that Emperor. 

He mentions a Coin of John VIII. infcribed with thefe 
Letters, CANTVERB... which he conjef&tures was 
ftamp'd at Canterbury , and is one of the Peter-Pence for. 
merly paid in England. He fays, that thefe Letrers p wy. 
with a Line over them, and without a Point between em, 
don’t fignify Dominus Nofter, but only Domnus , which 
was at that time ameer Title of Honour ; and therefore 
M. /e Blanc fhou’d not have inferr’d from thence that Char- 
lemagne exercifed a Supreme Power in the City of 


Rome. 
YRBINO. 


T HE Bifhop of Montc-feltro is Printing here fome 
Conferences about the Eight firft General Coun- 
cils; wherein he Explain’d to his Clergy the Hiftory of 
thofe Councils, and the Articles that have been defined 
by them. 
Lettioni familiari fepral Hiftoria e Dogmi de'Concilii Gene- 
vali d’ Oriente, efpofte al fuo Capitolo e Clero, della pennada 
Monfignor Pietro Valerio Martireli Vefcovo dé Monte-feltro. 


LEGHORN. 


ANGELO de Marchetti has publith’d here a 
¢ Book entitled, Euclides Reformatus, five Plana & 
Solida Geometria Elements, Liburni 17¢9. In gte. ' 


VENICE. 
Ather Coronelli has publifl’d in Folio, Eighteen Vo- 


lumes of his Univerfal Bibliotheque ; and yet this Di. - 


&ionary goes no farther than the Letter C, and the Word 
Cavalieri. This vaft Work will confit of Forty Vos 
Jumes at Jeaft. The Author has ina manner refolved to 
fink the Credit of all other Diétionaries ; for he extraé&s 
from them every thing that may {well his Bibliotheque. 
Moreri, and Bayle, fays he, will be quite forgotten. Thio” 
he owns they have been very Induftrious, yet he thinks 
their Performances will be of little ufe, when his grear 
Work is finifh’d. In fhort , Father Corone2i makes it his 
whole Bufinefs to leave beHind him the largeft Compila- 
tion that ever was made. He does not {cruple to tran{- 
fufe whole Books into his Di&tionary. . He is now infert- 
ing under the Word Cavalieri, the Hiftory of the Or. 
ders of Knighthood, written by Bernard Giufiniano ; and 
to make this Article ftill more complear, he has pub- 
lifh’d an Advertifement, wherein he defires the Curious 
to impart to him their Difcoveries, and whatever elfe may 
ferve as a Supplement to Giuftiniano, 


HAGUE. 


HE Commonwealth of Learning has loft one of its 

greateft Ornaments; I mean M. de Beawval, Author 
of the Hiftoire des Owvrages des Savans, Door of Civil 
Law, and Member of the Royal Society. He had a 
Lively and Florid Style, a Penetrating Wit, a Sound 
Judgment, and a peculiar Talent of intérfperfing Inge-« 
nious and Solid Reflexions thro’ his Writings. Thete 
Noble Endowments make his Lofs very much regretted 
Tis faid, bis Journal will be continued by M. Darand, 
a French Minifter, . 





ERRATA. 


Inour Laft, Page 9. Col. 2. Line 7. from the Bottom , for 
mean, read mere. Page 12. Col. 2. Line g. for Gere 
man, read Germon. 
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